Hemidiaphragmatic paralysis: an unusual complication of cervical spondylosis.
Clinical investigations of a patient having shortness of breath and a paretic left hemidiaphragm revealed compromise of the left C3-4 neural foramen and signs of spondylitic spinal cord compression at that level. After laminectomy, the patient's symptoms and radiologic evidence of hemidiaphragmatic paralysis resolved. This case illustrates the importance of evaluating patients with hemidiaphragmatic paralysis for cervical spondylosis and of evaluating patients with cervical spondylosis for phrenic nerve compromise.